BRASSOCATTLEYAS ... FROM A HYBRIDIZER'S VIEWPOINT

by Frank Fordyce

Among the most “taken for granted” intergeneric hybrids
of the Cattleya alliance are the popular Brassocattleyas and
Brassolacliocattleyas. Hybridizers have found wide accep-
tance among the hobbyists for these dynamic, bold-charac-
tered flowers — for they bear a banner of distinction that
none of the other Cartleya alliance can boast. We refer to
the intriguing fimbriated labella inherited from Brassavola
dighyana.

In reviewing the historical background of the Brasso-
cattleya (Brassavola x Cattleya) we note the first major
interest appears in Sander's List of Orchid Hybrids during
the mid 1920 to 1930 era. Among the first popular clones
to be used in any major breeding attempts were the com-
binations of Digbyano-mossiae (the first Be, hybrid, Veitch
1889), Digbyano-mendelii, Digbyano-schroderae, Digby-
ano-trianae and Digbyano-warneri. These would naturally
be among the first because of the availability to early hy-
bridizers of the species. Other popular parents have been
Be. British Queen, Be. Cliftonii and Be. Madam Charles
Maron.

One of the most interesting aspects of Brassavola
digbyana is the varying shades of light green, and to the
hybridizer without previous knowledge at hand, it would
seem to lend itself to the production of yellow progeny —
yet most early attempts in breeding involved a lavender
parent with B. dighyana. The most obvious attribute of
B. dighyana is the unusual, bold, fimbriated labellum and
possibly this singular outstanding feature is what early
hybridizers endeavored to pass along in their breeding
programs.

Perhaps, the most outstanding attempt to breed yellow
is found in Be, Mrs. J. Leeman (B, dighyana x C. dowiana)
and Be. Heatonensis (B. dighyana x C. Hardyana). Both of
these hybrids have a strong influence on the yellow "Brasso”
hybrids of today, for although B. dighyana tends to breed
a high percentage of lavenders, even when used in com-
bination with yellows, €. dowiana appears to overcome the
lavender genes in a fair percentage of Brassocattleya hybrids.

The combination of Brassavola dighyana with the Laelia
genus in breeding began as early as 1898, when Charles
Maron registered Bl Digbyano-purpurata, a cross of B.
dighyana x L. purpurata. Veitch and Sons followed in 1899
with Bl Mrs, M. Gratrix (B. dighyana x L. cinnabarina).
A hybrid of B. dighyana x L. tenebrosa was introduced in
1902 and registered as Bl. Helen. These three appear to
have been the most popular of their day and I would as-
sume the early hybridizers found the straight Laelia in-
fluence inferior to that of the Castleya or Laeliocattleya
combination. It would seem logical that the narrow, often
reflexed petals of the Laelia would increase the problem
of peral reflex already inherent in Brassavola digbyana.
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Brassolaeliocattleyas were naturally the next step along
the hybridizers path and although intermingled with the new
Brassocattleya introductions, the Ble. group began to appear
in quantities in the late 1920's, 1930’s and a number in
the early 1940 era. Among the early Ble., hybrids we find
Ble. Caligula (Be. Clifronii x Le. Callistoglossa), Ble.
Veitchii (Be. Digbyano-mossiae x L. purpurata), and Ble.
The Baroness (Be. Mrs. J. Leeman x Le. Ophir). As the
vast majority of Orchid breeding emanated from Britain,
the second World War brought a temporary halt to all
hybridizing. During and immediately following the war,
there began a tremendous upsurge in the world-wide popu-
larity of all orchids, hence it is not surprising to find a
large amount of both Be. and Ble. hybrids listed in Sanders.
Although "Brasso” hybrids do not appear to have increased
in quantity as much as straight Cattleya or Laeliocattleya
hybrids, one must remember that singularly, Brassavola dig-
byana is the species behind the entire Bl, Be,, Ble. complex,
while there are many individual species used in the Cattleya
or Laeliocattleya complex.

This now brings us to the “golden age” of Brasso-
influenced hybrids as we know them today. In order for any
hybridizer to plot a course of future breeding he must re-
view first the species involved, then the immediate primary
hybrids, and progress through the more complex genera-
tions. Beyond this, he must compile a working knowledge
of the dominant and recessive traits of any individual clones
he believes worthy of use as parent stock. In addition, he
must, through research and in personal observation, select
new, previously untried clones that meet the qualifications
he is attempting to achieve.

1 have selected a group of Be. and Ble. hybrids that, in
this writer’s opinion, have been and may continue to be,
the backbone of the Brasso line of breeding.

Ble. THE BARONESS (Be. Mrs, .
Leeman x Le. Ophir)

Ble. MALVERN (Bilc. The Baroness
x Le. Canberra)

Ble. KONG-URAI GOLD (Ble. Zan-
turano x Ble. Malvern)

Ble. GLADYS LINES (Ble. Jane
Helton x Ble. Malvern)

Blo. RICHARD NIXON (Ble. Mal-
vern x C. Bow Bells)

Ble. NUGGET (Ble. Palmyre x Le.
Luminosa )

Ble. ROBERT GIFFORD ( Ble. Gold-
en Queen x Ble. Nugget)

Ble. MODJESKA (Ble. Nugget x Ble.
Greenheart )

Ble. HARLEQUIN (Lec. Mem. Albert
Heinecke x Blo. Nugget)

Be. HEATONENSIS (B. dighyana x
C. Hardyana)

Ble. GREENHEART (Bc. Heatonensis
x Le. Condrey )

Ble. ORANGE GLORY (Bc. Heato-
nensis x Le. Elinor)

Blc. PRIMATE (Blc. Primrose x Be.
Heatonensis )

Ble. BUTTERCUP ( Ble. Golden Myth
x Ble. Primate)

Ble. PAINTED DESERT (Ble. Kathy
Krugman x Blc. Midenette )

Ble. JANE HELTON (Ble. Dorothy
Drury-Lowe x Ble. Xanthea)

Ble. JEWEL HIGDON (Ble. Jane
Helton x Ble. Zanturano)

Ble. LINDA JEAN ADAMS (Ble
Jane Helton x Le. Lee Langford)

Blc. XANTHEA' (Ble. The Baroness
x Be. Sofrano)

Ble. XANTHETTE ( Ble. Midenette x
Ble. Xanthedo)

Ble. DAFFORA (Ble. Xanthea x Ble,
Zante )

Ble. ZANTURANO (Ble. Tucurano x
Ble, Zante)

Ble. FORTUNE (Lc. Mem, Albert
Heinecke x Ble. Xanthette)

Ble. GREEN GIANT ( Ble. Xanthette
x C. leopoldii)

Ble. GOLDEN GALLEON ( Ble. Xan-
thette x Ble. Camilla)

Ble. CAMILLA (Ble. Zamilla x Ble.
Capella )

Blg. CONSUL GREIG (Ble. Golden
Crown x Le. Thyone)

Ble. GOLDEN QUEEN ( Ble. Golden
Crown x €. Miguelito)

Ble. HELEN MORITA (Ble. Gillian
x Ble. Consul Greig)

Ble. LLEWELLYN (Be. Minerva x
Lo, Mrs. Medo)






