LAELIOCATTLEYAS ... Flamboyant Peacocks of the Cattleya Alliance
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The happy combination of Laelia x Cattleya is one that
refuses to take a “back-seat,” even to the increasingly pop-
ular Slc. group. Ofttimes we tend to overlook certain
hybrid-types . . . but Laeliocattleyas lend so much sparkle,
rich color, flamboyant form, vigor and delicious scent that
it is literally impossible to overlook these treasures.

Botanically, Laelias are distinguished from Cattleyas by
the presence of eight pollinia instead of four but bigeneric
crosses between the two genera are easily made. The genus
is widely distributed from Mexico to Southern Brazil with
at least 25 species listed in Sanders List of Orchid Hybrids.

The Brazilian Laelias are by far the most widely used
in hybridizing as they more closely resemble the standard
Cattleya form. It is most interesting to check the Laelio-
cattleyas listed in the A.O.S. Register of Awards and trace
their ancestry back to the specific Laelias used. The hy-
brids checked had received a minimum of 3 awards each,
thereby pointing to the fact that the hybrid had at least
a good average. Of the 45 awarded hybrids listed in Sup-
plement IV, I found 36 involving Laelia purpurata, 14
involving Laelia temebrosa, 8 involving Laelia pumila and
one involving Laelia xanthina. Several hybrids contained
a combination of these species as well,

Undoubtedly, among the reasons hybridists have used
L. purpurata and L. tenebrosa so widely is their relatively
large size in comparison to most of the Laelia complex.
With L. purpurata carrying 3 to 11 large spring blooming
6-9" flowers carried well above the foliage on long, well-
spaced stems, it well qualifies as one of the true “peacocks”
of the tribe.

Because this species has such a wide range of color,
hybridizers have used its many purples, whites and white
with purple, pink or blue lips to produce some of our most
attractive modern day hybrids. Finding the one particular
clone of this species that is superior is the constant effort
of every conscientious hybridizer for its varieties run into
the hundreds, perhaps outdistancing any other Orchid in
this respect. Unfortunately, its poor form carries through
from generation to generation and has proven difficult to
eliminate; even so its list of accomplishments ranks among
the great.

Laelia purpurata is an ancestor of such famous hybrids
as Lc. Lustre, Le, Callistoglossa, Le. Cavalese, Le, Bonanza,
Le, Dominiana, Le. Canhamiana, Le. Ann Follis, Le. Cecille
Simmons, Le, Eva Robinson, Le, Little Moe, Le, Oakland
and Lc. Quadroon to mention only a few.

Laelia tenebrosa is second only to L. purpurata in its in-
fluence upon modern hybrids and this highly-colored
Brazilian Laelia is of paramount interest to hybridizers.
The varieties most often used are large-flowered and a
deep lustrous, reddish-brown, enhanced by a deep purple
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lip. Variety Walton Gramge has clear, bright yellow sepals
and has contributed a great deal to our finest yellows. This
too, has some “built in” breeding problems, because many
of its progeny, though possessing rich color, have rather
poor shape. When L. tenebrosa is crossed with C. dowiana
it produces Le. Luminosa, one of our finest most influential
yellow hybrids. Some of the L. tenebrosa hybrids that have
attained recognition are Le, S. J. Bracey, Le. Sandra Ozella,
Lc. Princess Margaret, Le. Marie Ozella, Lc. Lorraine Shirai,
Le, George Baldwin, Le. Amber Glow and Le. Mem. Albert
Heinecke.

Laelias that have made tremendous contributions to the
breeding of rich, clear colors are L. cinnabarina, L. flava,
L. harpophylla and L. xamthina. The newly defined L.
millerii is also proving to be an excellent parent of red
and orange hybrids.

Laelias may be divided into two or more sections
geographically, the Brazilian and the Mexican.

Undoubtedly Laelia anceps is the best known of the
Mexican group, and is widely variable in form and colot.
These are often referred to as the “cool” growing laelias
because they will withstand the out of doors climate of
most Southern California areas. A new interest is now de-
veloping among hybridizers towards hybrids bred from
the white and purple forms of L. anceps because they can
be mounted on driftwood, walls and trees in the patios of
hobbyists without the cost of building a glasshouse. Laelia
gowldiana, L. autummalis and L. albida make up the balance
of the more popular Mexican laelias.

In pinpointing the major influence Laelias have upon
modern hybrids, it is recognized that they are responsible
for richness and depth of color in tepals and especially in
the lips of our purples. Certainly, there would be no argu-
ment that Laelias have influenced our yellows tremendously.
Dedson and Gillespie, in The Biology of the Orchids
state that “the yellow color of the genus Laelia is dominant
over the purple color in Cattleyas. First generation hybrids
between such Laelias as L. flava and the labiate Cattleyas
are all yellow, although some purple pigment may be
evident on the reverse side of the tepals and sometimes
along the veins in the front of the flowers.”

It is most interesting to note that while checking the
Laelio-cattleya hybrids listed in Sanders, definite patterns
of breeding kept coming into prominence. One of the out-
standing examples is that of Lc. Princess Margaret (Le.
Profusion x C. Clotho). This hybrid contains 4 shots of
C. warscewiczii, 2 of C. dowiana, 2 of C. mossiae, 1 of C.
warners, 1 of C. trianae, and 1 of L. tenebrosa. Remember-
ing that genes are inherited either singly or in packages,
both good and bad, we note that Lc, Princess Margaret is
a spring-summer blooming hybrid, undoubtedly deriving






